
PHIL 110: Philosophical Inquiries
Spring 2020, College of theHoly Cross

John M. Bunke

Contact Information
Email: jmbunke@holycross.edu

Oõce: Smith Hall 506 (not Smith Laboratories)

Oõce hours: Mondays 2–4pm and Wednesdays 2–3pm, or by appointment on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays

Course Information
Class meeting times and location
Mondays,Wednesdays, and Fridays, 12:00–12:50pm in Stein 215

Email Policy
_e best way to get in touch with me is by email. However, it’s ineõcient to conduct substantive philosophical
discussion over email, so please come see me if you have substantive questions. Email is ûne for logistical
inquiries. But:

Do not email me to ask a question that is already answered in the syllabus! It will make me grumpy.
So if you have a question, check the syllabus ûrst.

Oõce Hours
Please come seeme at oõce hours if you have questions or need help! My number one goal is for you to learn,
and thematerial is diõcult, so don’t feel you need to go it alone. As amatter of policy, I do not read full dra�s
of essays. However, I’m more than happy to talk to you about your essay at any stage of the process—if you are
decidingwhich prompt to choose, if you have a vague idea, if you have an outline, etc. I’m also happy to answer
questions about coursematerial or go over things again that you are still unsure about.
Some people are nervous about going to oõce hours because they are unsure of themselves or are embarrassed
when they don’t understand something. Please don’t let this be a barrier! I am a nice person and I just want to
help you. So come seeme if you need help or if you just want to talk.
I have listedmy regular oõce hours above, but if you can’t make those times, sendme an email—but not the
night before you would like to meet: I need a few days notice.

Attendance policy
Attendance at every class meeting is mandatory. I do this not to be obnoxious but because coming to class
consistently is very important. How will you learn otherwise? Class time is essential not only to listen to what
I have to say but also for you to ask questions and oòer ideas and for us to discuss and learn together. Be there
or be square.
For more information on the college’s excused absence policy, see: https://www.holycross.edu/support-and-
resources/office-registrar/policies
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Course Description
Welcome to Philosophical Inquiries! _is is a ûrst-year course that is designed to introduce you to philosophy,
which seeks to answer some of themost general and foundational questions humans can ask.

_e approach will be to take a whirlwind tour through some classic texts in theWestern tradition in phi-
losophy (roughly, Europe and North America). _is is not the only long and rich philosophical tradition in
theworld (far from it!) but it is verymuchworth learning about. If you enjoy this course (and I hope you do), I
encourage you to both consider takingmore classes onmore speciûc parts of theWestern tradition but also on
other traditions in philosophy. It’s a discipline that has been practiced for several thousand years all over the
world, so there is far, far more than any one class could hope to cover. _is is not an “overview” of philosophy,
or even ofWestern philosophy—it is just an introduction to the ûeld; it does not aspire to comprehensiveness.

Philosophy is terriûcally exciting but it is also very diõcult. _e texts youwill be asked to read are diõcult
to understand. You will be asked to do a lot of writing, and to develop your writing skills. Most importantly,
you will be asked to think in a more careful, precise, and re�ective manner than you are most likely used to.
Please don’t despair! I’m here to help. _at said, this course will be diõcult. _at is on purpose. It is designed
to stretch your ability to think about complex and abstract topics so that you can grow as a beginning scholar
and critical thinker. You will almost certainly not do well unless you really put in the eòort. If you do, I think
that you will ûnd it rewarding.

_ere are no assigned books for this course; all assigned readings will be posted in electronic format on
the course Moodle page. I expect you to carefully read all of the assigned texts. I have put a lot of work into
selecting things that are interesting and rewarding, and you simply cannot get themaximum from this course
without doing the readings. If you don’t, you are doing yourself a disservice: you have invested time andmoney
to be here, so get themost out of that investment by giving this course your best eòort.

Grading and Assignments
• Homework: 4 × 8% each = 32% total
Each homework assignment will consist of several questions or exercises that are designed to test your
understanding of the readings or one of the analytical skills we are developing in this class.

• First writing assignment: 10%
_e ûrst writing assignment for this course will be relatively short.

• Second writing assignment: 20%
_e second assignment will be longer and will ask a bit more of you.

• Final writing assignment: 26%
_e ûnal assignment will be the culmination of your work throughout the term.

• Attendance: 12%
Attendance at every class meeting is mandatory (this is for your own good). Up to two unexcused
absences will be ignored, but more than that and points will be deducted.

_ere is no ûnal exam in this course. All assignments will be submitted electronically through Moodle. _e
deadline for all assignments is 10pm EST on the datementioned.
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Course Policies

Respect

I expect you all to be respectful ofme, and one another, and I consider it my duty to be respectful of you. One
thing that this means is that I ask you to refrain from chit-chat with your classmates during class. It is very
distracting to me and to the people around you, not to mention that if you are talking with one another, you
aren’t listening to what is going on in the class.

_e requirement that you respect me and one another also means that you must not interrupt, speak over,
or shout down other people in the class (or me). Philosophy (and academic investigation in general) requires
a relatively dispassionate, rational engagement with the ideas and arguments of others—both living and dead.
_e careful but critical evaluation of ideas, arguments, and theories is essential andwill be encouraged; insult-
ing, condescending to, or otherwise attacking individuals in this class for their beliefs, views, theories, or for
any other reason, will be quashed. Please remember to be courteous, humble, and open-minded.

Don’t assume that other people aremorons and that you know everything.

Handouts

At each class Iwill distribute a handoutwith an outline for the day’s class and some important points that Iwill
cover. I will not upload these handouts to Moodle so the only way to get a copy is to come to class or to come to
oõce hours. I do this to provide an extra incentive for you to come to class.

It also serves a second purpose. Everyone learns diòerently but many people can ûnd it helpful to make
some notes during class. I am happy for people to take notes, as long as they are on paper—see the policy on
technology below. For this reason, I have formatted the handouts with plenty of white space around the edges
inwhich towrite down questions or thoughts ormake other annotations of the handout. You are alsowelcome
to make notes in a (paper) notebook or on a piece of paper with a writing instrument of your choice.

Technology

At the beginning of each class, I will ask everyone to put away all technological devices, including phones,
laptops, and tablets. I’mnot doing this to bemean, but rather to help you: scientiûc studies have demonstrated
that, in general, students who do not have a laptop or phone in front of them during class learn more than
those who do. _is makes good sense because laptops and phones (and tablets) provide many opportunities
for distraction. Learning requires focused attention. So:

Phones, computers, and tablets must remain in your bag during class.

I don’t want to see them even sitting on your desk.
If for some reason you need to take notes on a computer because you cannot do so on paper, that is ûne—

but you need to let me know this as soon as possible. Note that being able to type faster than you hand-write
is not a suõcient reason to being granted an exception to the no-technology policy.

LateWork

It is important that you learn to produce work on time—in case this isn’t already obvious, completing your
assigned work on a set schedule, or for a set deadline, is a feature of succeeding in pretty much any sort of
employment (and many other things besides). _is is but one reason to insist that you turn in your writing
assignments by the deadline (barring illness or other legitimate excuse, of course). Late writing assignments
will lose 5% for each day (including weekend days and holidays) a�er the deadline for up to seven days. A�er
that, the assignment will receive a grade of zero.

_e late penalty for homework assignments is also 5% oò your score per day, for up to seven days. A�er
that it’s a zero.
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If you would like to request an extension (which may or may not be granted) please get in touch with me
in advance of the due date of the assignment.

_e deadline for all assignments is 10pm Eastern Standard Time on the date in question, as measured by
the time stamp of your submission to Moodle. Do not wait until the last possible moment to submit. 10:01pm
on the day in question is 1 day late!

Academic Integrity

All assignments for this class including the homework assignments are for you to complete on your own; they
are not to be completedwith the aid of other students. I amhappy for you to talk about classmaterialwith your
classmates—in fact, that’s a greatway to learn—butwhen it comes time to answering homework questions and
completing writing assignments, you must do your own work. _is is to ensure that the assignments you turn
in are giving me accurate information about how much (and what) you guys are learning.

Violation of this policy will result in disciplinary action.
More generally, your written work in this coursemust represent your own ideas and best eòorts, not those

of someone whose writings you have found on the internet (or in a book). If you use outside sources, you
must cite them and give bibliographic information. When we get to the time of the ûrst writing assignment,
I’ll provide more detailed instructions about how to cite things. But for now, let me just say this: the college
does not tolerate plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty.

You are responsible for following the rules, which can be found in the College Catalog (available
at: https://catalog.holycross.edu/requirements-policies/academic-policies/#academicintegritytext). Not
knowing what constitutes academic dishonesty is not an excuse.

If you are ever confused or unsure about how to paraphrase, quote, cite, etc. thework of others, please
come and seeme. I’m happy to help!

If you come bywith a dra�of yourpaper and youwant to ask if you areparaphrasing properly or citing properly,
that’s great. Please do so.

Accommodations

Any student who needs accommodation such as extended time on exams should contact the Oõce of Acces-
sibility Services to discuss available support services. _e oõce can be reached by calling 508-793-3693,or by
visiting Hogan Campus Center, room 505.

Once the oõce receives documentation, the student meets privately with Accessibility Services to discuss
reasonable and appropriate accommodations, and the course instructor is then notiûed of the arrangements.
Because this process has multiple steps, it’s really important that you get in touch with Accessibility Services
as soon as possible. Please don’t wait until right before the ûrst assignment! If you have any questions or need
any help with this, please let me know.

Mental Health

Finally, let me just urge you to seek help if you ever ûnd yourself suòering from mental health issues. As
someonewho has struggledwith depression and anxiety since Iwas about your age, I know how diõcult it can
be to seek professional support, but I also know how important it can be to getting better. Your friends and
family can certainly support you and by all means you should tell them how you are feeling, but unless they
have dealt with mental illness, they most likely won’t know how to help you get better. So seeking the help of
a professional is crucial.

I mention this for several reasons. One is that many people ûrst develop mental health problems when
they are around your age (18–24 or so), even if they have never had any issues up to that point. So you may
ûnd yourself feeling bad but also not sure of what is wrong or what to do about it. If you are feeling bad, or as
though something is oò, or even if you notice that your own behavior puzzles or concerns you (for instance,
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that you seem to sleep much more than you were previously or that you react angrily to small annoyances),
please seek help, at the Counseling Center, for example.

Another reason Imention this in the syllabus is that there is a very strong stigma attached tomental illness,
the result of which is that people don’t understand what it is like and are less likely to seek help (or to know
how to ask for help). I am trying, in my smallway, to break that stigma by talking about my ownmental health
problems as openly as I can. I have never wanted to talk about it particularly, but I’ve tried to train myself to
be as open as possible about it, to play my part in dispelling the stigma.

If you have any questions about this or just want to talk please do stop by my oõce hours or send me an
email.

_e CounselingCenter is located atHogan 207. Tomake an appointment you can call them at 508-793-3363
or just stop by in person.

List of Readings
Aristotle. 1999. Nicomachean Ethics. Second edition. Ed. and trans. by Terence Irwin. Hackett.
Ayer, A.J. 1936. Language, Truth and Logic. Second edition. Dover, 1952.
Descartes, René. 1644. “Principles of Philosophy”. In _e Scientiûc Background to Modern Philosophy: Selected

Readings, ed. by Michael R. Matthews, trans. by V.R. Miller and R.P. Miller, 94–108. Hackett, 1989.
— . 1996. Meditations on First Philosophy. Revised edition. Ed. and trans. by John Cottingham. Cambridge

University Press.
Hume, David. 1748. An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding. Second edition. Ed. by Eric Steinberg.

Hackett, 1993.
Huygens, Christian. 1678. “Treatise on Light”. In _e Scientiûc Background to Modern Philosophy: Selected

Readings, ed. by Michael R. Matthews, 125–132. Hackett, 1989.
Kant, Immanuel. 1785. Groundwork for theMetaphysics ofMorals. Ed. and trans. by Allen W. Wood. Yale Uni-

versity Press, 2002.
Plato. 1997. “Euthyphro”. In CompleteWorks, ed. by John M. Cooper and D.S. Hutchinson, trans. by G.M.A.

Grube, 1–16. Hackett.
Russell, Bertrand. 1945. History ofWestern Philosophy. Simon & Schuster, 1995.
Singer, Peter. 1972. “Famine, Aøuence, andMorality”. Philosophy and Public Aòairs 1 (3): 229–243.
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Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Assignments

Introduction

22 January: no reading

24 January: Logic Toolkit, §§1–4

27 January: no new reading

29 January: Logic Toolkit, §§5–6

31 January: no new reading

3 February: Plato, “Euthyphro” (1997)
Homework 1 due by 10pm on 3 February

5 February: Singer, “Famine, Aøuence, andMorality” (1972)

7 February: no new reading

10 February: no new reading

12 February: no new reading

14 February: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (1999), Book I, §1–5, 7–10, 13

17 February: no new reading

19 February: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (1999), Book II, §1–4, 6, 7, 9
Writing Assignment 1 due by 10pm on 20 February

21 February: no new reading

24 February:

– Russell, History ofWestern Philosophy (1945), Ch. 23: “Aristotle’s Physics”
– Huygens, Treatise on Light (1678) (excerpt)
– Descartes, Principles of Philosophy (1644) (excerpts)

26 February: Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy (1996), I

28 February: no new reading
Homework 2 due by 10pm on 1 March

spring break

9 March: Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy, II

11 March: no new reading
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13 March: no new reading

16 March: Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy, IV

18March: no new reading

20 March: Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy, V

23 March: no new reading
Homework 3 due by 10pm on 23 March

25 March: Descartes,Meditations on First Philosophy, VI

27 March: no new reading

30 March: Ayer, Language, Truth, and Logic (1936), Ch. I

1 April: no new reading

3 April: Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (1748), §2

6 April: no new reading
Writing Assignment 2 due by 10pm on 6 April

8 April: Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, §3

easter break

15 April: Hume, Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, §4

17 April: no new reading

20 April: Kant, Groundwork of theMetaphysics ofMorals (1785), §I

22 April: No class

24 April: no new reading
Homework 4 due by 10pm on 24 April

27 April: Kant, Groundwork of theMetaphysics ofMorals, §II, pp. 22–25, 28–42, 45–48

29 April: no new reading

1 May: no new reading

4 May: no new reading
Writing Assignment 3 due by 10pm on 8May
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